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the establishment of the kingdom. Its Romanization was very comprehensive and reflected in many
aspects including cultural education lifestyle thinking mode political philosophy etc. The
Romanization of the Ostrogothic Kingdom had its own characteristics. lts Romanization was ahead of
other Germanic groups and it did not establish an independent ethnic country during which
Romanization and Gothic coexisted. Under the circumstance of the ‘Late Antiquity’ its Romanization
was dominated by the Ostrogothic rulers occurred inside and outside the Roman Empire while
Christianity became the carrier of spreading Romanization. The high degree of Romanization deeply
influenced the national construction of the Ostrogothic Kingdom leading the kingdom to a path of
development which was distinct from other barbarian countries in Western Europe. In conclusion the
Romanization of the Ostrogothic Kingdom not only affected the internal stability and development of the
kingdom but also exerted an important influence on the Italian peninsula entering into the Middle

Ages. This was a significant factor in the continuation of the Italian urban culture.

Ma Ding The European Reformation and the Rise of the Swiss Watch Industry

The watch industry occupied a significant position in the development of the Swiss industry. It is
notable that the foundation period of the Swiss watch industry just coincided with the religious reform in
Europe. From the beginning to the rapid development the Swiss watch industry finally became a
unique ‘kingdom of clocks’ in the world all of which had close relation with the European
Reformation. The Reformation provided opportunities for the clock industry to build and develop in
Switzerland. On the one hand some laws passed during the Reformation eliminated the challenge from
the jewellery industry which was the strong competitor of the watch industry turning the jewellery
craftsmen into the potential technicians in the watch industry. On the other hand the French refugees
who were persecuted in the Reformation brought advanced technique vast capital excellent talents
sales network etc. for the rise of the Swiss watch industry. In addition the Reformation exerted its
influence on the Swiss people” s ideology from the spiritual level and created the persistent Swiss
craftsman’ s spirit. Conclusively the Reformation not only provided positive factors for the long-term
development of the Swiss watch industry but also promoted the development of urbanization and other

industries in Switzerland greatly impacting the modern economy and society of Switzerland.

Dong Yu The Ambiguous ‘Republicanism’: The Aspirations of the Philadelphian Craftsmen and
the Development of the Early American Capitalism

During the early republic period of America with the changes of the political culture and the
development of local markets the lives of Philadelphian artisans faced many difficulties. In the
complex and changing predicaments they expressed their protest and dissatisfaction through the words
of republicanism. The Philadelphian artisans indeed shared some of same values and ideologies which

motivated  ‘anti-privileged * activities and the liberalization of capitalism. Meanwhile the



