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Artistic Conceptualization and Intellectualization: The Imagery of

Modernist New Poetry and Tang and Song Poetry
Chen Xuezu

Abstract: In the 1930s, modernist poets were adept at using imagery from Tang and Song poetry, and blended it with
the Western poetry imagery they received. The pursuit of artistic conceptualization of the image is the result of absorbing the
images of French symbolist poetry and the images of Chinese classical poetry, and of taking Tang and Song poetry as the
model. It is also the inheritance and creative transformation of the implicit poetic style of Tang and Song poetry, which stress-
es the integration of feelings and scenes and pursues the image outside the image and the meaning outside the taste. The
modernist poets initially converged in the selection and application of imagery, then differentiated and ultimately diverged.
Some modernist poets consistently pursued the artistic conception of imagery, presenting a hazy and ethereal aesthetic color.
Another group gradually tended to appreciate and follow the metaphysical and speculative poetic style. They deliberately in-
tegrated the poetic beauty of this style with the rational and interesting aesthetic factors presented in Tang and Song poetry,
which creates a strong and unique intellectual characteristic.

Key words: Artistic Conceptualization; Intellectualization; Modernist School; New Poetry Imagery; Tang and Song Po-
etry
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