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An Interpretation of the Officials’ Private Behaviors during the Two Coastal Defense Debates
in the Late Qing Dynasty
CHEN Xiansong
( School of Humanities Hangzhou Normal University Hangzhou 311121 China)

Abstract: The coastal defense debates one from late 1874 to early 1875 the other in 1885 were momentous events related
to coastal defense layout and development in the late Qing Dynasty. Compared to formal memorials the diaries letters etc. of Li
Hongzhang and other officials recorded more inside political information about the coastal defense debates. It can be found that
most officials had an inept knowledge of modern coastal defense especially in 1874 — 1875 which somewhat affected officials’
determination to raise funds. Unlike Li Hongzhang Weng Tonghe Yan Jingming etc. Wen Xiang and Yi Xuan were initiators
and hosts of the two coastal defense debates. The former due to illness shirked the leadership to the local governors and capital
officials; the latter used the follow — up matters of coastal defense as an excuse to gain benefits for the capital Banners with the
funds of saving expenses and reducing the troops. The Qing court should be responsible for the perfunctory of the two coastal
defense debates because of its poor guidance of the process and the turn of manners.

Key words: Coastal defense debates; Wen Xiang; Zhou Jiamei; Li Hongzhang; Yi Xuan
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