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The Mechanism of Register and Lexical Substitution

—~Based on the Evolution of the Meaning of Shengchu(4£%) in Modern
Chinese

WANG Wen-xiang
(School of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 311121, China)

Abstract: This article examines the evolution of the meaning of Shengchu(4£%) in Modern Chinese, during
which two substitutions occurred: the commonly used Chu(%) in early Chinese were replaced by Toupi(k IT)
and Toukou(k v) in the Yuan(st) Dynasty and the word Shengkou(4% ) replaced Toukou(=k ) no later than
the mid-18th century and remains in use today. The word Shengkou(4% 1) is believed to have originated from
Jianghuai(ix /z) area. The substitution of the synonymous words for Shengchu(4% %) is driven by both

language-internal and external factors, including the need for register adjustment and the influence of
Jianghuai(;z /) Mandarin on common language.

Key words: Register; Lexical Substitution; Shengchu(4£7% );Yuan(7T)-Ming(#A) succession; Jianghuai(iT i)
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