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The Meaning and Geographical Distribution of The Place Name Ba(3R)

SHI Guang-hui
(College of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 311121, China)

Abstract: As a place name, ba(3) is distributed throughout the country, the difference is: the meaning of ba(3R)
in Southwest Mandarin is flat land and used to describe the terrain of mountain plains; in other dialect areas the
meaning of ba(3M) is dam and referring to various hydraulic structures. In historical documents and modern

dialects, there are two characters ba(38) and ba(3;) representing plains and dyke-dam. The plain meaning of
ba(38/3)is mainly distributed in the Southwest Mandarin area, while other dialect areas only use the dam
meaning of ba(3§/3M). The combination of form and meaning and geographical distribution proves that the ba(30)
in the meaning of plain does not originate from the primitive bottom layer of the Bashu( & %) dialect, and there

is a trend of spreading to dialects other than Southwest Mandarin. This dialect fact reflects from a lexical
perspective that the origin and formation of Southwest Mandarin are not entirely influenced by dialects from other
regions and immigrants.
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