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A Study on the West Lake Imperial Palace was Relocated to Shengyin Temple during
Yongzheng Period in the Qing Dynasty
CHEN Zhaosi HUANG Siheng
(College of Humanities , Hangzhou Normal University , Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract : In the fifth year of Yongzheng, Emperor Yongzheng unexpectedly agreed to the request of Li Wei,the Governor
— General of Zhejiang,and transformed the West Lake Palace of Emperor Kangxi into the garden of Shengyin Temple, showing
the dual characteristics of“landscape” and “religious”. This measure and decision of Emperor Yongzheng could not be ex-
plained by superficial rhetoric such as “honoring the imperial will while conserving public resources” ,but in fact,there was a
strong political intention behind it. Which manifested in the following ways: firstly, the project was justified as “complying with
the Zhejiang people’ s boundless reverence” ,serving to ease previously strained relations between the throne and Zhejiang’ s li-
terati and commoners. Secondly, through activities such as public viewings of the imperial portrait and the display of inscrip-
tions written by emperors, etc. ,the state completed the edification and penetration of ideological doctrines such as the destiny
view , friendly to the people,the benevolence,that has become a concrete demonstration of the ruling strategy of “benevolence
and power” . Finally,the renovated Shengyin Temple was used to rectify the Buddhist order in Zhejiang centered on Hangzhou,
and local intelligence was obtained in a timely manner.

Key words: Yongzheng period in the Qing Dynasty ; West Lake imperial palace ; Shengyin Temple garden ;political indoc-

trination
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