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Cézanne’s “Theme” in His Late Period and the Way of Seeing in Modern Art
— A Re-reading of Merleau-Ponty’s Cézanne’s Doubt
YANG Xiangrong

Abstract: In Cézanne’s Doubt, Merleau-Ponty employs phenomenological methodology to interpret
Cézanne’s anti-classical painting style, offering a novel approach to understanding Cézanne’s self-doubt as well as
providing several philosophical reflections on the nature of artistic creation. Merleau-Ponty argues that “Cézanne’s
doubt” arises not only from the constitutive ambiguity between bodily engagement and visual experience in the
creative process, but also from Cézanne’s struggle to express, through the materiality of brushwork, the identity
between perceptual experience and nature itself. By re-examining the works of both Cézanne and Merleau-Ponty,
we discern that within what appears to be a passive act of representation lies a complex process of active expression,
imbued with the artist’s personal experience and stylistic subjectivity. Art thus sustains an intimate intertwining and
reciprocal relationship between human beings and nature, ultimately facilitating a return from the scientific world to
a vital, sentient world.

Keywords: Cézanne; Expressive Difficulty; Merleau-Ponty; Cézanne’s Doubt; Way of Seeing

(EBF1097W)

Governance and Institutional Dilemmas of Alluvial Land in the Lower Yangtze
Region During the Qing Dynasty
—Centered on the Mid-Qing Adjustments to Laws and Regulations on the
Administration of Alluvial Land
PANG Xuanqi

Abstract: From the Qianlong to the Daoguang reigns, the laws and regulations governing the administration
of alluvial land evolved from a system of “compensating loss with new accretion” to one of “uniform reversion to
state ownership”. Although the Qing court engaged in a series of localized practices and institutional adjustments
surrounding these policies, its rigid adherence to the principle of “state ownership of property” prevented any
fundamental breakthrough from the existing framework. Consequently, local governance assumed a complex
pattern characterized by multiple coexisting and mutually constraining precedents, leading to social disorder
and frequent property disputes. Confronted with these challenges, the court employed various mechanisms in an
attempt to sustain the resilience of the governance system, yet it remained heavily reliant on informal practices at
the local level. In the eighth year of Daoguang, Tao Shu implemented the Regulations on the Reversion of Sandbars
to State Ownership in an effort to reconstruct the institution. However, this initiative failed to overcome inherent
contradictions on multiple fronts and could not reverse the trend toward institutional rigidity. In summary, the
governance of alluvial land during the Qing Dynasty exhibited a structural characteristic of “exercising flexible
subcontracting in the name of rigid centralization”. Under the dual constraints of environmental dynamism and
centralized politics, the formal institutional system could only maintain a temporary equilibrium through the buffer
of informal practices, without achieving fundamental transformation. This governance dilemma not only reflected
the structural contradiction between fiscal extraction and local needs in the Qing state hut also revealed the inherent
limitations of traditional state governance in the face of modern transformation.

Keywords: the Qing Dynasty; Administration of Alluvial Land; State Governance; Institutional
Adaptation; Public Finance
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