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Shift of the Old and New: Reorganization and Reconstruction of the Literary
Revolution after the May Fourth Movement
JIANG Ronggang

Abstract: At the beginning of the May Fourth literary revolution, the goal of “complete Westernization” was
established, which led to a comprehensive negation and criticism of Chinese traditional literature. However, within
less than two years, a cultural trend emerged in the West—prompted by reflections on World War I—that “looked
toward the East”, praising and learning from Eastern cultures (mainly Chinese traditional culture). This trend flowed
back into China, resulting in a shift between the old and the new in China and the West. This not only reshapes the
positive image of traditional Chinese culture and promotes the revival of traditional literature, but also gives birth
to many literary reform trends such as the Xueheng School, Jiayin School, and Nationalist Literature that consider
themselves new trends or can be called “literary revolutions”. Under these circumstances, the original advocates
of the literary revolution—and their successors, including the Literary Research Association and the Creation
Society—were compelled to reorganize and reconstruct their initial revolutionary ideas in response to opposition
and to adapt to new realities. The process of restoring history has important academic reference value, whether for
a comprehensive reflection on the successes and failures of the May Fourth literary revolution and other literary

reform trends, or for today's literary innovation and cultural reconstruction.
Keywords: A Shift of the Old and the New; the Integration of Chinese and Western Cultures; Literary

Revolution; Abnormal Tone; Reconstruction
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