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Hygienic Modernity and the Colonization of the Body: A Study of
Leprosy Relief Through “Gospel Medicine” in Hangzhou of the Late Qing Dynasty

Zhou Donghua and Zhu Xianglong

Abstract: Hangzhou was a region with low to moderate prevalence of leprosy. Since the Song dynasty, no leprosy
hospital had been established to isolate and accommodate patients. In the late Qing dynasty. after taking charge of
Guangji Hospital in Hangzhou, Dr. Duncan Main established the Guangji Leprosy Hospital with funding from the
Mission to Lepers, Christian groups and local officials and gentry. This hospital specifically admitted male leprosy
patients. The original leprosy wards within Guangji Hospital were renovated and upgraded into the “Home for Women
Lepers and Their Children”, providing accommodation, treatment, convalescence, and spiritual care for leprosy patients.
During the late 19th century, when modern medicine could not cure leprosy and the Anglo-American world enforced the
forced expulsion of “Chinese lepers”, the “isolation-convalescence and gospel purification” model established by
Hangzhou Guangji Leprosy Hospital prioritized missionary work over medical treatment. While this approach carried a
certain degree of “colonialization of the body,” it undeniably introduced a “hygienic modernity” combining “treatment,
convalescence,and labor” to China’s approach to leprosy management in the modern era.

Keywords: Gospel Medicine; Leprosy Relief; Hygienic Modernity; Colonization of the Body; Hangzhou in the Late Qing
Dynasty

( 16 )

Study on the Relationship Between Zhuhou and Bangbo in the Western Zhou Dynasty

Xu Y1

Abstract: According to the early documents such as The Book of Documents (Shangshu) ,“Bangbo” generally belongs
to the category of the vassal system of the Shang and Zhou dynasties. Most of “Bangbo” in the inscriptions of the late
Shang dynasty obeyed the dispatch of the royal family of Shang, while some Bangbo were in a hostile state with the
Shang dynasty. The power of Bangbo in the late Shang dynasty mainly came from its identity within the clan and state,
and its dependence on the Shang king was weak. In this period, Bangbo was detached from the vassal system of the
dynasty and was the main variable in the vassal system of Shang. After the reform between Shang and Zhou dynasties,
the vassal system of Shang remained relatively intact, and was transformed into the vasal system of Western Zhou.
Compared with Bangbo in the Shang dynasty, the attribution of Bangbo to the royal family was significantly
strengthened. Based on the geographical division, Bangbo in the Western Zhou Dynasty could be roughly divided into
two categories: the Eastern Bangbo and the Western Bangbo. There were great differences between these two categories
of Bangbo in terms of geographical, political, cultural, military and other backgrounds as well as their status and role in
the vassal system of the dynasty. As an ally of the Zhou people, the Western Bangbo was an important military force for
the royal family to rely on, while most of the Eastern Bangbo should belong to the vassal system of the Western Zhou
Dynasty, which was often associated with the royal family and the vassal states in the same region respectively,and had
a hierarchical relationship with the vassal states in the same region.

Keywords: Western Zhou; Vassals; Bangbo; Marquis; The Five Rank System
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