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Public Rationality and Effective Hermeneutics in the Study of Literary History
Cheng Guangwei

Abstract: In addition to the big vision of “public reason of the times”, the small vision of “public
rationality of literature history research” is more important for contemporary literature researchers.
Hermeneutics has its boundary. Before interpreting a work, critics should understand the surrounding
environment when the work is published, such as the climate of the times, the trend of the literary world,
the contradiction of social transformation, especially the reason why the writer chooses this subject
matter, the life situation and the thoughts of the characterization, etc., rather than make a subjective
judgment based on preconceptions. Public rationality is one of the criteria to test the limitation and
infinity of hermeneutics. Under this premise, “author’s intention” should be paid attention to, which is
the proper meaning of contemporary literature research.

Keywords: hermeneutics; validity; contemporary literature history; public reason

The Boundary of Effective Hermeneutics

Taking the Research of “Personal Writing” in 1990s As an Example
Hong Zhigang

Abstract: Literary hermeneutics must start from the works and make the hermeneutics subject and
the works form an equal dialogue relationship in order to obtain rational persuasion. In the study of
“personal writing” in the 1990s, some papers are either not rigorous in the choice of reference target, or
lack of overall consciousness in the selection of works, or generalize in a partial way, which leads to the
doubts about the effectiveness of hermeneutics. There is always a delicate game between the diversity of
literary hermeneutics and the openness of works. The openness of works does not mean the infinity of
hermencutics. The boundary of hermeneutics includes not only the work itself, but also many elements
attached to the work and influencing the connotation of the work.
Keywords: hermeneutics; validity; boundary; personal writing; reference target

What does “Hermeneutics” Interpret

On the Possibility of “Deep Hermeneutics” as Phenomenology
Zhang Renzhi

Abstract: At present, Chinese hermeneutics research has a deep thought on the subject and activity of
hermeneutics. Comparatively speaking, as the third dimension of hermeneutics, hermeneutic object
receives less attention. Text or language is regarded as the object of hermeneutics. But is the hermeneutic
object merely text or language? With the help of the distinction between “grammatical hermeneutics ”
and “psychological hermeneutics ” in western hermeneutics, we can investigate the hermeneutics object
behind the text or language, namely experience. Through the phenomenological analysis of experience
as the ultimate hermeneutic object and the understanding and grasp of experience, we can understand
the relationship between the limitation and the infinition of hermeneutics. On this basis, a cross-cultural
and cross-cultural “deep hermeneutics”, which is understood and expanded from the perspective of
phenomenology, can become the theoretical resource for the development of contemporary Chinese
hermeneutics.
Keywords: hermeneutics; hermeneutic object; experience; deep hermeneutics; phenomenology

Analysis of “Human Rights by Virtue of Ancestry”
Discussion with Professor Xu Yong
Hu Jian

Abstract: Although the article “Human Rights by Virtue of Ancestry: A Principle of Ontological
Construction Originating from Consanguineous Rationality” seems to be based on history, the author
cuts off the section of history to construct the so-called “consanguineous rationality” and “Chinese
rationality” , which is not only incorrect in terms of research methodology, but also illogical in terms of
argumentation. it takes the contemporary Chinese rural society as the research object, but much of the
evidences are other scholars’ views and materials on the historical Chinese rural areas. In addition, it
repeatedly emphasizes that “ancestral human rights” is a kind of so-called “consanguineous rationality”
and “Chinese rationality” , which reminds the reader of the “Theory of Descent” and “Theory of
Origin” once endowed by political rationality in China, and the chilling tragedies they caused in China
are still fresh in one’ s mind. Professor Xu opposes “ancestral human rights” with the “natural rights”
advocated by Western Enlightenment. However, a careful historical review reveals that the so-called
“ancestral human rights” based on the ancestor worship is formed by connecting the emperor worship,
heaven worship and ancestral worship with the royal power and monarch power. In other words, ‘mandate
of heaven” has long been regarded as the supreme authority in ancient China, and all human order and
power have been stamped with the deep imprint of political rationality under it.




